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MEMORANDUM FOB JBE DIRECTOR 


RE i 



iC^o furnish comments 


The purpose of 'this njeStrt^&ndum 

upon a review of Chase's boobrj ^Falanget Thb Axis Secret Arny .. 
in the ’Americas," recently role'ased by G. PTr-Putnam 1 s “Sons. 



BACKGROUND 


As you will recall from my memorandum to you of June 5, 1943, 

Chase, a journalist who resides in New York City, visited Puerto Rico, Cuba, 
end other Caribbean localities in the fall of 1942 for the purpose of gathering 
information relative to the Spanish Falange and kindred subversive groups, 

both in the United States and territories visited by him. Ch^se was editor 

of the map-azine^Wfillck" and one of the editors of the magazine TVriday 
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DETAILS 

A review of the contents of "Falange," so far as the SIS Field of 
operation is concerned, fails to reveal any information of value gathered by 
Chase which is not previously in the possession of the Bureau. For the most 
part it may be said that the comments of Chase are colored with sensationalism, 
are in a great many instances distorted, and on numerous instances inaccurate. 
The book is full of conjectures and speculations and erroneous in many minor 
details. Many of Chase's premises apparently are of a nature that substantial or 
or confirmation is difficult or impossible, and represent perhaps flights of 
hi 6 fancy or his own conclusions reached after setting forth incomplete sets 
of facts. Apparently much of Chase's material was received by word of mouth, 
resulting in inaccuracy as llo names and places, phonetic spellings, and 
Evidently have been distorted after passing through various hands. 
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aaid that Chase’s principal sources of 
mation are communist informants , Spanish Republican souroes evidently in 
the United States and Caribbean territorial possessions* newspapers, and the 
Public Library at San Juan. 



A further review of the book as regards the 

Spanish Falangs in Colombia, Chile, Panama, and other SIS Fields, indicates, 
as above, that Chase’s information likewise does not reflect any material 
not previously investigated by the Bureau. 

«■»• 

Attached hereto is . a letter dated Jul 



in which ^^HHHHBPTroqu es t s an appraisal ofThase's book in 
"the interest of "La Prensa's" readers. Also, there is attached a memorandum 
of Mr. J. K. Mumford for Mr. Ladd, dated July 19, 1943, concerning a call 
of Mr. Ray Who arty of the Special War Policies Unit of the Department regard- 
ing a similar request from the newspaper "La Prensa" made of the Attoniej^^^ 
General for an appraisal of the book, and a similar letter fram^mm^l^P 
to the Attorney General requesting an appraisal, which letter was referred 
to us for handling. 

RBCOMMHSJDAT I OH 

It is recommended that no appraisal be given to "La Prensa" X 

concerning the publication of Chase, and in th at connection t here is 
attached hereto a suggested letter of . reply to acknowledging 

receipt of both above referred to letters. 

With further reg'ird to the book itself, a more oomplete review 
is being made in the SIS Division for the purpose of pointing out in detail 
all inaccuracies and checking more closely on the merits and demerits of this 
publication. 




